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keenly felt this loss. After visiting Mashhad he returned to
Huwayza, where he was living a somewhat solitary and
disillusioned life at the time of writing (1089/1678-9). Of
his further adventures I have found no record, but his death
did not take place until 1130/1718, only four years before
the disaster which put an end to the Safawf Dynasty.

I have given in a somewhat compressed form the whole
of this illuminating narrative, one of those " human docu-
ments " which are  so  rare  in  Persian books

Value of this                           .                                                                              .

" human (though indeed, as already noted on p. 301, it was
document. originally written in Arabic)*, because it throws
so much light on the life of the Persian student of theology,
which, for the rest, tmttatis mutandis^ closely resembles
that of the mediaeval European student. We see the child
prematurely torn from the games and amusements suitable
to his age to undergo a long, strenuous, and arid course
of instruction in Arabic grammar and philology, reading
one grammar after another in an ascending scale of diffi-
culty, with commentaries, supercommentaries, glosses and
notes on each; we see him as a boy, now fired with
ambition, pursuing his studies in theology and law, half-
starved, suffering alternately from the cold of winter and
the heat of summer, ruining his eyesight by perusing
crabbed texts by the fitful light of the moon, and his
digestion by irregular and unwholesome meals, varied by
intervals of starvation; cut off from home life and family
ties; submerged in an ocean of formalism and fanaticism;
himself in time adding to the piles of glosses and notes
which serve rather to submerge and obscure than to
elucidate the texts whereon they are based; and at last, if
fortunate, attracting the favourable notice of some great
divine, and becoming himself a mudarris (lecturer), a
mutawalli (custodian of a shrine), or even a mujtahid.

But if the poor student's path was arduous, the possible
prizes were great, though, of course, attained only by a few.